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visions were not wanting in which the holy Benedict
and his sister Scolastica appeared to pious worshippers
to protest against and to denounce this sacrilegious alie*
nation of their riches. In an agony of remorse the Pope
sent back the whole, except one picture, which himself
had brought from Constantinople. The secret of this
conduct is clear: it was the consciousness of failing
health which repressed the bold ambition of the Pope.
On St. Andrew's day, but four months after his election,
he had retired to Monte Casino. At Christinas he was
seized with a violent illness, and was at the chriStoms,
point of death. Already had he begun to take 1057-
measures for the administration of affairs after his
decease. On his return to Rome in February,
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an access ot returning health re-awakened his
paralysed ambition.    But the hand of death was upon
him.    He set off for Florence, turned aside to   MaTCll 29,
visit the holy Gualberto in Ms retirement at   1058t
Vallombrosa, and after a few days died in his arms.

The death of Stephen IX. was no sooner announced
in Rome than each faction took its measures. The Im-
perial party sent a submissive message to the Empress
Agnes, laying the nomination at the feet of her and of
her son. But the old Roman feudatory barons, who hud
been already compelled to relax their hold on some of
the wealth of the Church, saw at once their opportunity
to seize the Papal election again into their own hands.
The minority of the Emperor gave them courage. The
Count of Tusculum, the Count of Galeria, the Crescentii
of Monticello, rose without delay. John Mincius, the
Gardinal Bishop of Velletri, had been one of the five
prelates named by Cardinal Frederick of Lorraine on
the death of Victor II.: he was of the famous house ol
Crescentius. Him they persuaded or compelled to accepi